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SAFE DEFENSIVE LIVING

Storage of firearms needs a rational balance

The sheepdogs of our
society have taken on the
responsibility of protect-
ing themselves and their
loved ones by obtaining
firearms for defensive
reasons. Gun owners can
never get sloppy and lazy
with their gun because
this could lead to the un-
authorized use and dead-
ly results. We never want
to live the nightmare of a

under your ownership is
constantly your respon-
sibility. Securing does
not mean just hiding
your gun. Kids can find
anything they are curi-
ous about.

For home protection,
there also must be a ra-
tional balance between
quick access to your gun
and safely securing it
from the wrong hands.

deadly accidental shoot-
ing by a child who found
our non-secured gun.
Whether it’s an old hunting shot-
gun or a new handgun you purchased
to protect your family, every firearm

Everyone needs a strong
gun safe that must be
bolted to the floor and made very dif-
ficult for thieves to open or remove
from the home. Place your long guns
and non-critical handguns in the safe
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Safety key no matter your gun range expertise

Since firearms pro-
ficiency is a perishable
skill, shooters need to
visit a gun range on a
regular basis to main-
tain their marksmanship.
Anytime you are practic-
ing shooting any firearm,
safety must be your num-
ber one focus.

Before you even leave
for the range, make sure
you pack protection for
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focusing its energy on
a projectile. If anything
goes wrong with the gun
or the vector of the bullet
and its fragments, you
must protect the only two
eyes God gave you. Ear
protection is also a must
unless you want to hear
ringing in your ears ev-
eryday all day for the rest
of your life. Ask me how
I know this is true.

your ears and eyes. Re-
member that shooting a
gun is basically holding piece of metal
that experiences a controlled explosion

Visit the gun range’s
website and review their
safety policies and range rules to make
sure your firearm, ammunition, and

without any rounds in the chambers.
Consider these your ‘cold’ guns since
they are not readily accessible in emer-
gencies such as a burglary or home in-
vasion.

Your quick access firearm, or your
‘hot” gun, needs to be loaded, cham-
bered and ready to deploy in seconds
when the wolf is at your door. Here is
where the balance between secure stor-
age and fast emergency access comes
into play. The ‘hot” gun cannot be just
hidden in a bed stand drawer, between
the mattresses, or on a high shelve.
Young kids will find them and really
bad things can happen that would haunt
you for the remainder of your life, not to
mention you may spend time in prison.

I recommend strategically hidden

practice plans are compliant. Nearly all
ranges ban rapid fire, paper targets with
human faces, some larger caliber guns
and sometimes magnum ammo. Try not
to be ‘that guy’ that gets fussed at during
his first trip to the range.

Also before you head to the range,
unload your weapon and lock the slide
back so you can enter the range with
a ‘cold” gun. Concealed Handgun Li-
censed gunners need to take extra care
when they are transitioning their con-
cealed gun to the range shooting line.

My extra safety trick to protect me
from other possible careless shooters is
to pick the furthest lane on the left or
right so I only have one shooter next to

small gun safes that only the owner
both knows about and can open with
either a strong combination, RFID
bracelet, or biometric fingerprint. If a
home invader kicks in your door, you
will only have mere seconds to attain
and deploy your weapon against possi-
bly numerous bad guys.

Same goes for your vehicle. Those
small safes are made for under the
seat and inside the center console in-
stallation. Always lock your car when
guns are stored in them and avoid leav-
ing valuables visible that may attract
thieves thereby tempting them to get at
your guns.

Concealed carry people have a whole
other level of firearms safe storage issues
due to their having a gun on their person

most of the day. CHL holders have to
think about where their firearm is when
in the restroom and even just changing
clothes. Again, hidden is not secured.

Texas state law 46.13 has teeth to
strongly inspire your safe storage prac-
tices. If a minor gains access to your
firearm and causes serious bodily inju-
ry or death to himself or another, you
will be charged with a Class A misde-
meanor and most likely do time.

Take time today to evaluate your cur-
rent implementation of safe firearms
storage and verify they are secure.

Next month’s column: Gun Range
Safety

John Deans is a local firearms instruc-
tor teaching CHL and handgun classes,
www.DeansDefensiveShooting.com.
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me to worry about. I also pay close at-
tention to their behavior and skill level.
If a two people are using the lane next to
me that are horsing around and not tak-
ing safety seriously, I pack up and move
to the other end.

The number one rule at all ranges is
to always keep the firearm pointed in a
safe direction down range (toward the
designated targets). Never point the gun,
loaded or unloaded, in the direction of
yourself or any other person. Even when
you are taking the empty gun out of the
case, have the case first pointed down
range and then take out the gun. This
way it is not pointed to the side where
other shooters may be.

Keep your finger off the trigger and in-
dexed along the frame of the gun unless
just about to shoot. A more crude way to
put it: “Keep your booger hook off the
bang stick.” This is very important when
you rack the slide or have to clear a jam.
If there are not separator walls between
you and other shooters, make sure you do
not over react if you get hit by hot brass
ejected from other guns.

Take your time at the range, follow all
the safety rules and range policies, and
work on your accuracy first because the
speed will come later.

John Deans is a local firearms in-
structor teaching CHL and handgun
classes.
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Being aware is critical for safe defensive living

Being aware of your
surroundings is critical
for safe defensive living,
The situational aware-
ness levels can be col-
or coded based on the
threats you perceive or
experience.

Level White is the
naive state that many
people live in thinking
no evil will ever come
their way. They walk
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because once someone
accepts that bad things
could happen to them
and they need to be re-
sponsible for their own
self-protection, the Lev-
el White is no longer a
safe clueless refuge.

The Yellow Level of
situational awareness is
where accountable ones
have taken charge of
their own safety and are

across parking lots with
eyes down texting on
smart phones never looking around
for possible threats. The old saying
that ‘ignorance is bliss’ truly fits here

acutely aware of their
surroundings. They see
when things are just not right or out of
place. They can sense ill-intent from
a rough stranger quickly approaching
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them. They also know how to avoid
dangerous situations but not putting
themselves at risk to begin with.

This state of raised consciousness
is not paranoia but rather being in tune
with the real world. Watch the Houston
TV news or even just read the Brenham
Banner to see how bad people actually
do harm good people on a regular basis.
That Level Yellow awareness helps you
remember to lock the doors as soon as
you get into your car at Walmart. It in-
spires you to keep your head up and mon-
itor the behaviors of others while getting
gas at the Shell station on the east side.

The heightened Orange Level is the
condition of focused attention on a pos-
sible threat. This step up from Level

Yellow was due to a mental trip wire
getting triggered because your situa-
tional awareness flagged something ‘not
quite right.” A possible threat has been
identified and a mental plan is quickly
being developed. You now are evaluat-
ing all possibilities, preparing defenses,
and boosting our physical apparatuses
to maybe engage the threat. Avoidance
is also being considered if at all possible
and mostly preferred. If you are able to
avoid the threat, then good. If the threat
turned out to be a false alarm, even bet-
ter. Toggling back down to Level Yellow
of awareness should be relieving.
However, if the threat is real and
approaching, immediate awareness es-
calation to Level Red must be made in

less than a second. Level Red is battle.
Implement your self-defense skillsets
in force and with vigor.

If you rise out of Level White and
live in Level Yellow, occasionally raise
up to Level Orange to evaluation spe-
cific threats, you may never have to
jump to Level Red because you saw the
Evil coming and were able to avoid it.
Pray you never have to feel Level Red,
but prepare for it just in case the Wolf
comes your way.

Next month’s column will be about
non-lethal protection tools.

John Deans is a local firearms in-
structor teaching CHL and handgun
classes. www.DeansDefensiveShoot-
ing.com.

Protecting yourself during mob violence

MNumerous times this
year we have seen news
events of civil distur-
bances, out of control
protests, and even mob
violence and riots in
multiple cities, Twenty
years ago we all watched
in horror as South Cen-
tral Los Angles burned
and more than 100 peo-
ple were killed, Our fa-
thers remember the sim-
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urban areas. | would in-
clude the massive shoot-
ing in Waco last month
at Twin Peaks, but let us
just see what the real sto-
ry is there since things in
Waco are smelling a bit
fishy again.

Whatever the cause of
the uprising, you need
to have your situational
awareness in high gear
to avoid getting caught

ilar Watts riots during
their generation,

MNow with Ferguson and Baltimore
demonstrating how the War on Cops is
raging, officers are under siege in many

up in such chaotic scenes
that can guickly become
urban anarchy zones. You must assume
that the police cannot save you during
those war-like events. Your survival

skills will be all that is protecting your-
self and your family when large groups
of negative people pack up and become
destructive.

Since avoidance is most often the
best option, stay informed on both
local and national news and current
events. Know if a highly charged court
decision is about to be announced. Be
aware that a questionable shooting has
just occurred that may cross racial fire
lines.

Stay informed of dates and places
of organized demonstrations espe-
cially when lead by so called com-
munity leaders that have been the
center of problems before — Hous-
ton's Quanell X is a perfect example.

On Channel 13 news [ saw Quanell’s
protesters blocking the Highway 281
south of Houston’s medical center
teving to pull a lady out of the car
who was trying to get the hospital
just after the Zimmerman acquittal a
couple of yvears ago.

If by chance you do drive into a hot
bed of protesters or God-forbid a riot,
here are some suggestions to help get
you out of the lion’s den. Best try your
last chance to avoid and evade by look-
ing out for large groups of people on
the streets with signs. With the first in-
dication of an unusual gathering turn
around immediately. If that means hop-
ping a median or tearing up some grass
then do it if you can safely and worry

about a traffic ticket later after you are
headed to a less hostile area.

Worse case if you become surround-
ed, do not open your windows to talk or
taunt. Simply roll slowly forward (2-4
mph) if you can to get out of harm’s
way, Only after rioters start to break
your vehicle’s glass can you implement
Texas Castle Doctrine and use deadly
force whether it is with your vehicle or
a force multiplier like a firearm. But
that would be the last resort in many
wiays.

Next month’s column: Road Rage.

John Deans is a local firearms in-
strwctor teaching CHL and handgun
classes, www.DeansDefensiveShoot-
g cont.






